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Fictional feline helps youngsters
get R.E.A.D.Y. to learn to read
friendly lion who has delighted young
and old for centuries throughout Central
Asia and the Middle East has become part
of an innovative new program to prepare children
in Michigan to learn to read.
The Lion Who Saw Himself in the Water, written by Idries Shah and illustrated by Ingrid
Rodriguez, is based on a story that has been a favorite for more than 700 years in countries from
India to Morocco. About a misunderstood king of
the jungle who is frightened by his own reflection
in a pool, it has been well received in the U.S.
since being published in 1998 by Hoopoe Books.
Forty thousand paperback copies of The Lion
Who Saw Himself in the Water are being distributed to parents throughout Michigan as part of a
statewide program designed to make sure children
have the necessary pre-reading skills (language,
vocabulary, alphabet) by the time they enter
school. Studies have shown that as many as 40
percent of all children starting school lack such
skills, putting them at a big disadvantage in the
classroom.
The Michigan program, called R.E.A.D.Y.
(Read, Educate and Develop Youth), targets children from infancy through age 5 at all
socioeconomic levels. Organized by the Michigan
Department of Education, it is part of an awardwinning and innovative reading plan launched in
1998 by Governor John Engler. It is designed to
help every student in the state read by the end of
third grade.
R.E.A.D. Y., which is funded by a combination

A

of federal, state, corporate, and foundation support, distributes kits that help parents prepare
children for school. Each kit contains a children's
book, a child development video, a music cassette
of nursery rhymes and children's songs, a brochure
on the importance of reading to children, and other
related items.
More than 300,000 R.E.A.D.Y. kits have been
distributed so far, and the program, which received
the prestigious Council of State Government's
Innovations Award in 1999, has become a model
for other states - so much so that the R.E.A.D. Y.
program is developing a national kit to be sold
later this year.
"The state of Michigan is at the forefront of the
literacy movement, and we're proud to be associated with their excellent program," says Hoopoe
publisher Sally Mallam. "We hope to increase our
involvement with R.E.A.D.Y. as it expands."
Like Hoopoe 's other titles, The Lion Who Saw
Himself in the Water, which is aimed at children
ages 3 to 8, comes from a rich storytelling tradition that is still very much alive. Psychologists
and educators are beginning to acknowledge that
such stories can help promote cognitive development and mental flexibility.
"The Lion Who Saw Himself in the Water is an
ideal book for our program," says Jan Ellis, one
of the developers of R.E.A.D.Y. "It engages the
children not only with its story, but also with its beautiful illustrations. And it teaches them valuable
lessons about fear and how others see us."

For additional information about the
R.E.A.D.Y. program contact Jan Ellis at the
Michigan Department of Education
(517) 3 73-9391
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